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 Instructions for Completion of the Denominators for Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit (NICU level II/III or level III) 

 
         Data Field  

 

Instructions for Data Collection 

Surveillance date   Write down Surveillance date in form of month/year using the format:  
mm/yyyy. 
 

Facility name Write down the facility name 
 

Facility code Write down Facility code using form A 
 

Location Enter the name of the  location where you collect the data  
 

Location code Refer to form G to identify the code of the location (NICU level II/III or 
level III) 
 

Number of patients 
remaining from the 
previous month 

Enter the number of the patients remaining from the previous month 
(this is the number of patients written in the last day of the previous 
month) 
 

New arrivals Total number of newly admitted patients onto the NICU in the last 24h, 
including patients only admitted briefly that may not be present at the 
time of documentation (admitted and discharged in the same day 
before midnight). 
 

Birth weight 
Categories 

The birth weight categories are as follows:  

 A = ≤750 g;  

 B = 751-1000 g;  

 C = 1001-1500 g; 

 D = 1501-2500 g;  

 E = >2500 g.  
Data on this form are stratified by this category.  

 

Number of patients  
 (Pts)  

 
 

 For each day of the month selected, record the number of patients in 
each birth weight category on the unit. Record this number at the same 
time each day. (e.g. midnight). 
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Number of 
patients with a 
central line (CL) 

 

 For each day of the month, at the same time each day, record 
the number of patients in each birth weight category on the 
selected unit who have 1 or more central line(s). 

 Central line days are counted beginning with the date of 
insertion or, if the infant is admitted with a permanent line in 
place, the first day of access and continuing until the line is 
physically removed or the patient is discharged from the facility. 

 “Access” is defined as line placement, infusion or withdrawal 
through the line.  

 
NOTES:  

• Umbilical catheters are considered central lines.  
• If a device has been pulled on the first day of the month in a 

location where there are no other device days in that month, 
and a device-associated infection develops after the device is 
pulled, attribute the infection to the previous month.  

 

Number of 
patients on a 
ventilator (VNT) 

 

•  For each day of the month, at the same time each day, 
record the number of patients in each birth weight category 
on the selected unit who are on a ventilator.  

NOTE:  
• If a device has been pulled on the first day of the month in a 

location where there are no other device days in that 
month, and a device-associated infection develops after the 
device is pulled, it is recommended to attribute the infection 
to the previous month. 
 

  

Number of 
patients with an 
indwelling urinary 
catheter (UrC) 

 

 For each day of the month at the same time each day, record the 
number of patients in each birth weight category on the selected unit 
who are with an indwelling urinary catheter (UrC). 
 
NOTE:  

 If a device has been pulled on the first day of the month in a 
location where there are no other device days in that month, and a 
device-associated infection develops after the device is pulled, 
attribute the infection to the previous month.  

 
 

Total 
 

Totals for each column should be calculated.  

 


